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The claimant timely appealed to the Department from a Tribunal decision mailed November 28, 1995, which affirmed a determination denying unemployment insurance benefits for the weeks ending September 30, 1995 through November 4, 1995 under AS 23.20.379. The Tribunal concluded the claimant had voluntarily left her last suitable work without good cause. 

In her appeal to the Department, the claimant challenges the findings of the Tribunal about who was the primary wage earner in her family. The claimant left her last work to accompany her husband to his new work location. He is a sole proprietor of his own forestry consulting business. He moved the whole company from Juneau to Wasilla in 1995. On the issue of family income we find the following exchange took place during the hearing:

Hearing Officer: What were your wages?

Clmt: I think they were $3,180 a month.

HO:  What was the income of your husband?

Clmt: Oh, boy, I'm not sure. I don't get into his income with the company and then he just takes a draw out. About $1350 twice monthly.

HO: So then his income would have been approximately the same as yours?

Clmt: That's correct.

The Tribunal reasoned that the claimant was the family's primary wage earner, earning $480 more per month than her spouse. The Tribunal also pointed out the claimant was receiving benefits such as medical and retirement, which her husband was not. The claimant is now challenging that conclusion also, indicating her husband contributes to a Keogh plan.

We have established a policy in these circumstances which holds that "A family is virtually compelled, under normal circumstances, to take advantage of opportunities to further the earning power and career of the principal wage earner." In re Fosselman, Comm'r Dec. 9123328, February 7, 1992.  Because this appeal turns on the question of who was the primary wage earner in the family, we will remand the matter for additional testimony and evidence to be presented on that point. The Tribunal will then issue a new decision based on those findings.

The Tribunal decision in this matter is REMANDED for further proceedings as described.  
SO ORDERED.

Dated and Mailed in Juneau, Alaska on January  18, 1996.
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