ALASKA WORKERS’ COMPENSATION BOARD

P.O. Box 1149 Juneau, Alaska 99802

GERALD A. KLEIN,
)



)


Employee,
)
INTERLOCUTORY


Applicant,
)
DECISION AND ORDER



)
AWCB Case No. 518346


v.
)
AWCB Decision No. 88-0033



)

AIRPAC, INC.,
)
Filed with AWCB Anchorage

(Self‑insured)

)
February 22, 1988



)


Employer,
)


Defendant.
)



)


We heard Employee's request for a continuance on February 17, 1988. Employee was present and represented by attorney Mike Jensen. Employer was represented by attorney Judy Pell. We closed the record when the hearing concluded.


At a January 28, 1988 pre‑hearing in this matter Employee requested a continuance and withdrew his statement of readiness to proceed (SRP) with the February 17, 1988 hearing. Employee requested time to get an evaluation at the Virginia Mason Pain Clinic in Seattle, Washington. Employer refused to go along with the request and insisted the case was ready for hearing.


After listening to the parties' arguments, we granted by oral order a continuance under 8 A.AC 45,074. However, we concurred with Employer in its concern about cases dragging on indefinitely for one reason or another. Although we found Employee's present request meritorious, we note that this is the third continuance in this case in the past six months. Accordingly, we urge the parties to develop their case thoroughly before requesting another hearing date.


With these factors in mind, we order Employee to get his evaluation at the Virginia Mason Clinic and then submit the results of the evaluation into the record by March 31, 1988.

ORDER
1.
Employee's request for a continuance is granted.

2.
Employee shall submit the results of his evaluation at the Virginia Mason Clinic into the record by March 31, 1988.


Dated at Anchorage, Alaska, this 22nd day of February 1988.

ALASKA WORKERS' COMPENSATION BOARD

/s/ Mark R. Torgerson
Mark R. Torgerson, Designated Chairman

/s/ Mary A. Pierce
Mary A. Pierce, Member

/s/ Jacqueline S. Russell
Jacqueline Russell, Member
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