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The claimant appealed to the Department from a Tribunal decision mailed July 14, 1993, which affirmed a determination denying unemployment insurance benefits for the period May 16, 1993 through August 21, 1993 under AS 23.20.378(c).  That decision also remanded for consideration section 8 AAC 85.200(f) regarding the claimant's eligibility of benefits after July 1, 1993.  A subsequent redetermination by the division allowed benefits as of that date.


The record in this case has been reviewed, and the claimant's contentions on appeal have been considered.  No material errors in the Tribunal's findings have been found.  In addition, we find that the Electronics Technology program at the University of Alaska Anchorage (UAA) offers two options for students.  The first is for students completing 64 credits of technical courses, which results in a certificate in Electronics Technology.  The second option requires the completion of an additional 15 credits of general education requirements that gives the student an Associate of Applied Science Degree in Electronics Technology. This information is obtained from a memo submitted by the Electronics Technology Program Coordinator at UAA.  He also states that the school considers the entire program to be vocational. 
The claimant in this case has chosen the second option and expects to get her degree in December 1994.


Under 8 AAC 85.350 ". . .the term 'vocational training or retraining course' does not include a program of instruction for an individual, including a transfer credit program of instruction given at a community college, which is intended as credit for a degree from an institution of higher education..." Although we do not believe the occupation for which the claimant is training, electronics technology, is in itself academic, the fact that the claimant is mixing the electronics courses with other general education courses, makes the course of study academic. She is working toward a degree from an institution of higher education.  We have previously held in similar cases that the claimant's intent in such cases is controlling. If the trainee is taking the course for an academic degree, it is academic.  But if the primary goal is immediate employment in trades, skill or crafts, and not an academic degree, then the training is vocational. In re Kriendler, Commissioner Review 83H-UCFE-113, 5-13-93. Since the claimant here is working toward a degree, and intends to keep attending school at least until she obtains the associate degree, then we must conclude she is attending academic schooling. 


The Department adopts the Tribunal's findings, conclusion, and decision. The decision of the Employment Security Division Appeal Tribunal entered in this matter is AFFIRMED. Benefits remain denied only for the period from May 16, 1993 through June 27, 1993.

FURTHER APPEAL may be had from this decision by filing a Notice of Appeal in Superior Court for the State of Alaska within 30 days from the date of mailing of this decision as provided in AS 23.20.445, AS 44.62.560‑570 and the Rules of Appellate Procedure of the State of Alaska.  Unless an appeal is filed within the said 30‑day period, this decision is final.

Dated and Mailed in Juneau, Alaska on September 14, 1993.
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