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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

P. O. BOX 21149

JUNEAU, ALASKA  99802-1149

DECISION OF THE COMMISSIONER

Docket No. 03 0599

IN THE MATTER OF:

CLAIMANT:
INTERESTED EMPLOYER:
DEBRA MILLER
COMMANDER BEVERAGE LLC

The claimant appealed timely to the Department from a Tribunal decision mailed April 18, 2003 that affirmed a determination denying benefits under AS 23.20.379. The issue is whether the claimant voluntarily quit suitable work without good cause.

We have reviewed the entire record in this case. On appeal to the Department, the claimant contends that she needed $563 to get her driver license and car insurance and had no means to get that money, partly because the employer shorted her on paychecks.

We find no material errors in the Tribunal’s findings. The Tribunal properly applied the law to the facts. The claimant knew, or should have known when she took the merchandizing position with this employer that a vehicle and driver license was needed. She admits she misled the employer on her resume and later in her verbal statements that she did have a driver license. The employer then gave her a deadline to produce the license and proof of insurance. Not having them, she chose to quit.

Though the claimant contends she had no collateral for a loan or other means to obtain the money needed for insurance, she testified to owning a $160,000 show truck while she worked for this employer. Lifestyle choices are a matter of personal preference but the claimant’s testimony is inconsistent with regard to her financial situation. The Department adopts the Tribunal’s findings, conclusion, and decision.

The decision of the Employment Security Division Appeal Tribunal entered in this matter is AFFIRMED. Benefits remain denied for the period shown.

FURTHER APPEAL may be had from this decision by filing a Notice of Appeal in Superior Court for the State of Alaska within 30 days from the date of mailing of this decision as provided in AS 23.20.445, AS 44.62.560-570 and the Rules of Appellate Procedure of the State of Alaska. Unless an appeal is filed within the 30‑day period, this decision is final.

Dated and Mailed in Juneau, Alaska, on May  16, 2003.
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