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CASE HISTORY

Ms. Carroll timely appealed a December 14, 2005 re-determination that denies benefits pursuant to AS 23.20.378. The determination disqualified herfillin "" \d "" on the ground that shefillin "" \d "" was not available for full-time work. 
 FINDINGS OF FACT

Ms. Carroll established an unemployment insurance claim year effective 
November 27, 2005. 

Ms. Carroll typically works in the administrative or clerical fields as a debt collector or an office worker/receptionist. She has approximately five years of experience in those occupations. She also had two years of training in office occupations through Job Corps. 
Before starting her claim year, Ms. Carroll worked with Mattson Investigations LLC as a debt collector earning $620 every two weeks plus commissions and bonuses. She left that work on November 23, 2005 because she had no transportation to get to work, as her car had been “totaled” in an accident on November 19. She arranged for a ride with a friend for two days, but her friend, who lives across town from her, was unwilling to continue that arrangement. She has no other friends with whom she could have ridden.
Ms. Carroll was unable to ride the bus to work, as the bus stop was approximately an hour’s walk from her residence, which was at that time located near O’Malley and Birch Roads. She did not check into riding the bus because she did not want to walk that far for transportation every workday.
Ms. Carroll did not want to spend the money for cab fare to get to work each day. She estimated it would have cost her $80 or more per day to ride cabs to and from work.

Ms. Carroll arranged to buy her mother’s car on or about December 5, 2005. Beginning on that date, she started seeking employment. She faxed resumes and filled out applications for employers with job openings. Although she could not specify to which companies she applied, Ms. Carroll maintained she applied for approximately 10 to 15 jobs. She was willing to work any day of the week during any shift for a new job. 
PROVISIONS OF LAW

AS 23.20.378 provides, in part:


(a)
An insured worker is entitled to receive waiting-week credit or benefits for a week of unemployment if for that week the insured worker is able to work and available for suitable work....

8 AAC 85.350 provides:


(a)
A claimant is considered able to work if the claimant is physically and mentally capable of performing work under the usual conditions of employment in the claimant's principal occupation or other occupations for which the claimant is reasonably fitted by training and experience.  A short term illness or medical consultation affecting one day or less in a week does not render a claimant unable to work for the week under AS 23.20.378.


(b)
A claimant is considered available for suitable work for a week if the claimant



(1)
registers for work as required under 8 AAC 85.351;



(2)
makes independent efforts to find work as directed under 8 AAC 85.352 and 8 AAC 85.355;



(3)
meets the requirements of 8 AAC 85.353 during periods of travel;



(4)
meets the requirements of 8 AAC 85.356 while in training;



(5)
is willing to accept and perform suitable work which the claimant does not have good cause to refuse;



(6) 
is able, for the majority of working days in the week, to respond promptly to an offer of suitable work; and



(7)
is available for a substantial amount of full‑time employment. 

CONCLUSION

Ms. Carroll had no transportation after her November 19, 2005 automobile accident. She was unwilling to ride the bus or take cabs to get around until she purchased another automobile on or about December 5. Consequently, it is the conclusion of this Appeal Tribunal that Ms. Carroll was not ready and available to promptly accept full-time employment from the start of her claim year until December 5, 2005. 

The decision will be modified to correct the denial dates.
DECISION

The re-determination issued on December 14, 2005 is MODIFIED. Benefits are denied under AS 23.20.378 for the week ending December 3, 2005. Benefits are allowed beginning with the week ending December 10, 2005, as well as thereafter, if the claimant was filing and otherwise eligible. 

APPEAL RIGHTS

This decision is final unless an appeal is filed to the Commissioner of Labor and Workforce Development within 30 days after the decision is mailed to each party. The appeal period may be extended only if the appeal is delayed for circumstances beyond the party's control. A statement of appeal rights and procedures is enclosed.

Dated and Mailed in Anchorage, Alaska, on January 12, 2006.







Diane Reeves, Hearing Officer

