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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DIVISION

3301 EAGLE STREET, SUITE 206

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503-4149
APPEAL TRIBUNAL DECISION

Docket No. 09 0369

Hearing Date: March 24, 2009
CLAIMANT:
EMPLOYER:

MARY C BROWN





KISHAN GROUP INC
ORDER GRANTING REOPENING

A hearing was scheduled in this matter for March 24, 2009 at 10:30 a.m. Notices were mailed to the parties on March 5, 2009.
The claimant-appellant called the Appeals office to provide a phone number for participation in the hearing.  

On March 23, 2009, the claimant traveled 42 miles from her home to town. While she was in town, it began to snow. The snow accumulated rapidly. The claimant tried to drive home but her vehicle got stuck in the snow. Shortly after getting stuck, a friend arrived and took the claimant to his house. The claimant had to wait out the storm at her friend’s house. The next day she was able to continue home after road crews cleared the snow and made the road passable. By the time the claimant arrived home she had missed her hearing. 
Under 8 AAC 85.153(f), a hearing may be reopened at a party's request only if the party failed to appear because of circumstances beyond his control. The claimant did contact the hearing office prior to the hearing. Her intent to participate in the hearing is clear and the severe weather established a circumstance beyond her control that prevented her participation in the scheduled hearing. The appellant's request to reopen is GRANTED.


APPEAL RIGHTS
This decision is final unless an appeal is filed to the Commissioner of Labor within 30 days after the decision is mailed to each party. The appeal period may be extended only if the appeal is delayed by circumstances beyond the party's control. A statement of appeal rights and procedures is enclosed.

Dated and Mailed in Anchorage, Alaska, on May 6, 2009.



                                   Kathy A. Thorstad, Hearing Officer
