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The claimant appealed to the Department from a decision of the Employment Security Division Appeal Tribunal issued June 22, 1993.  Therein, a Hearing Officer with the Tribunal dismissed the claimant's May 24, 1993 appeal from a February 23, 1993 determination, which had denied benefits pursuant to AS 23.20.378. The claimant argues he misread or misinterpreted the appeal notice printed on the determination. He also argues he was trying to get a doctor's verification and was delayed a few days in picking it up because he was looking for work. 


Upon review, we note that this claimant was sent two determinations in February regarding this matter.  The first was dated February 12, and bore the same appeal rights as the redetermination dated February 23.  The appeal rights statement states in part "... file or mail your request within 15 days from the date of this determination... The 15 day appeal period may be extended only if the delay is for reasons beyond your control." We see no merit to the claimant's argument that the appeal statement is not clear, and that he understood it to mean he had fifteen days from when he sent the appeal back.

   We find no error in the Hearing Officer's findings of fact, conclusion of law, or decision.  The claimant did not file his appeal within a reasonable or timely period, because of his own misapprehension.  This does not constitute a circumstance beyond his control for failing to file a timely appeal.


The decision is SUSTAINED.


FURTHER APPEAL may be had from this decision by filing a Notice of Appeal in Superior Court for the State of Alaska within 30 days from the date of mailing of this decision as provided in AS 23.20.445, AS 44.62.560‑570 and the Rules of Appellate Procedure of the State of Alaska.  Unless an appeal is filed within the said 30‑day period, this decision is final.

Dated and Mailed in Juneau, Alaska on August 11, 1993.
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