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The claimant appealed timely to the Department from a Tribunal decision mailed July 10, 1998, which affirmed a determination denying benefits under AS 23.20.379. The issue is whether the claimant was discharged due to misconduct connected with his work. 

On appeal to the Department, the claimant seeks to provide new evidence in the form of a letter from a physician. That letter states, in part:


I believe that Craig Weatherby was not intentionally engaging in a willful and wanton disregard for his employer's interest by drinking alcohol and coming to work, but rather he was seriously ill and due to the nature of his illness, had not taken steps to get help and therefore compulsively using alcohol in a dangerous manner.

The claimant worked as a first officer and co-pilot for an airline. He was subject to periodic tests for the use of drugs and knew of the FAA's strict prohibition of their use in connection with his sensitive job. 

The claimant's physician's report indicates he had been suffering from alcohol dependence since the early 1980's but then had a period of sobriety for approximately five years. It is apparent from that history, that the claimant knew he needed to seek treatment for his problem. His failure to seek treatment and thus report to work in an intoxicated state, we hold, does constitute misconduct connected with the work.  

We find no material errors in the Tribunal's findings. The Tribunal properly applied the law to the facts.  The Department therefore adopts the Tribunal's findings, conclusion, and decision.

The decision of the Employment Security Division Appeal Tribunal is AFFIRMED. Benefits remain denied for the period shown.
FURTHER APPEAL may be had from this decision by filing a Notice of Appeal in Superior Court for the State of Alaska within 30 days from the date of mailing of this decision as provided in AS 23.20.445, AS 44.62.560‑570 and the Rules of Appellate Procedure of the State of Alaska.  Unless an appeal is filed within the said 30‑day period, this decision is final.

Dated and Mailed in Juneau, Alaska on September 21, 1998.
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