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The employer appealed to the Department from a Tribunal decision mailed July 29, 1998. That decision reversed a determination denying unemployment insurance benefits under AS 23.20.379. The issue is whether the claimant was discharged due to misconduct connected with his work, or whether he voluntarily quit suitable work without good cause.

The record in this case has been reviewed, and the employer's contentions on appeal have been considered. The employer asserts that the claimant quit work and was not discharged.

No material errors in the Tribunal's findings have been found. Credibility decisions are up to the trier of fact to make, and generally will not be overturned unless unsupported by substantial evidence or clearly irrational. Jaeger v. Stevens, 346 F. Supp. 1217, 1225 (F. Col 1971). Although there is a close question in this case as to whether the claimant quit or was discharged, there is sufficient evidence to support the Tribunal's findings. The facts show that the claimant experienced a reduction in pay from $90 a day to $75 per day, so that the employer could also pay someone to clean the inside of the boat. The claimant worked as a deckhand. He objected to the reduction in pay, and after a few weeks demanded a raise. He intended to quit if he did not get one, but the employer replaced him before he gave notice.

The Tribunal properly applied the law to the facts. The Department therefore adopts the Tribunal's findings, conclusion, and decision.

The decision of the Employment Security Division Appeal Tribunal entered in this matter is AFFIRMED. Benefits remain allowed to the claimant without penalty under AS 23.20.379.
FURTHER APPEAL may be had from this decision by filing a Notice of Appeal in Superior Court for the State of Alaska within 30 days from the date of mailing of this decision as provided in AS 23.20.445, AS 44.62.560‑570 and the Rules of Appellate Procedure of the State of Alaska.  Unless an appeal is filed within the said 30‑day period, this decision is final.

Dated and Mailed in Juneau, Alaska on September 28, 1998.
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