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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF LABORPRIVATE 


AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT


OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER


P. O. BOX 21149


JUNEAU, ALASKA  99802‑1149


DECISION OF THE COMMISSIONER 


Docket No.  99 1660 
IN THE MATTER OF:


CLAIMANT:
INTERESTED EMPLOYER:

CHRISTOPHER HOGAN
AK HOTEL PROPERTIES INC

The claimant filed an appeal on December 30, 1999,  from a Tribunal decision mailed July 14, 1999. That decision dismissed the claimant’s appeal because he failed to attend the telephonic hearing. The claimant requested reopening of the hearing on December 30, 1999, also, but that request was denied. The issue before us is whether the claimant’s appeal from the July 14, 1999, Tribunal decision was timely filed or if the delay was due to circumstances beyond his control.

In his appeal and request for reopening, the claimant asserts that he and his girlfriend had moved and that he did not find out about the disqualification until he called regarding his claim because he was not getting his checks. The claimant gives no other reason for the untimeliness of his appeal to the Department.

The statute provides that the appeal period may be extended for a reasonable period if the delay is caused by circumstances beyond the appellant's control. In this case, the claimant's appeal was filed several months after the decision became final. Having filed an appeal on June 22, 1999, he should have been aware that some action would follow, such as a notice of hearing. There is no evidence that he did any follow up on the appeal until December 30, 1999, when he called to appeal again. The claimant’s reasons for the untimeliness do not show circumstances beyond his control caused the long delay.

The appeal to the Department dated December 30, 1999, is DISMISSED as untimely and therefore the issue under appeal cannot be considered.
FURTHER APPEAL may be had from this decision by filing a Notice of Appeal in Superior Court for the State of Alaska within 30 days from the date of mailing of this decision as provided in AS 23.20.445, AS 44.62.560‑570 and the Rules of Appellate Procedure of the State of Alaska.  Unless an appeal is filed within the said 30‑day period, this decision is final.

Dated and Mailed in Juneau, Alaska on January  19, 2000.
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