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The claimant's appeal to the Department is taken from a Tribunal decision mailed November 24, 1999. That decision denied the claimant's request for reopening of a hearing scheduled for October 1, 1999. The claimant failed to attend the hearing, and a default dismissal was issued on that same date.  

The claimant did not call in with a phone number to participate in the telephonic hearing as instructed. On October 18, 1999, he requested reopening of the hearing, indicating he did not receive the notice until after the hearing date. He indicates he works on the North Slope and is away from home a great deal.  The Tribunal sent the claimant a questionnaire upon receiving his reopening request to get further information. He did not respond to that request. The Tribunal then denied reopening in the decision mailed on November 24, 1999. 

In his appeal to the Department, the claimant indicated he would send further details regarding his appeal within two weeks. No such information has been received. We note that the original notice of hearing and subsequent communications all have been sent to the claimant’s correct address of record.

Under 8 AAC 85.153, a hearing may be reopened if the party failed to appear because of circumstances beyond the party's control. The claimant has not shown that he was prevented by circumstances beyond his control from participating in the hearing. Therefore, the hearing will not be reopened.

The decision of the Tribunal is AFFIRMED.  No further review of the matter will be made as the documents in the record support the correctness of the determination under appeal.

FURTHER APPEAL may be had from this decision by filing a Notice of Appeal in Superior Court for the State of Alaska within 30 days from the date of mailing of this decision as provided in AS 23.20.445, AS 44.62.560‑570 and the Rules of Appellate Procedure of the State of Alaska.  Unless an appeal is filed within the said 30‑day period, this decision is final.

Dated and Mailed in Juneau, Alaska on January  31, 2000.
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