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IN THE MATTER OF:
CLAIMANT:
INTERESTED EMPLOYER:

JOHN MELENDREZ
KRABLOONIK CORP

C/O CHARLES TAIGE
GRANT BUS SVC


The claimant timely appealed to the Department from a Tribunal decision dated December 1, 2000 that affirmed a determination denying unemployment insurance benefits temporarily under AS 23.20.379. The issue is whether the claimant voluntarily left suitable work without good cause.

We have reviewed the entire record in this case including the tape of the hearing. On appeal to the Department, the claimant contends that the Tribunal erred in holding he quit work near Fairbanks to attend school in Seattle. However, after stating during the hearing that the employer told him to stay at work as long as possible, the claimant testified:

So I kind of did stay as long as I could. I stayed just long enough so I could get to Seattle and kind of get set up and go to class on Monday.

We find no material errors in the Tribunal’s findings. The Tribunal properly applied the law to the facts. The employer paid the claimant through September 30, 2000. The claimant decided to stop work on September 28 so he could fly from Fairbanks around 10:00 a.m. that day. He did not work longer because he wanted to visit Juneau for a couple of days before starting a class at the University of Washington on October 2. The Department therefore adopts the Tribunal’s findings, conclusion, and decision.

The decision of the Employment Security Division Appeal Tribunal entered in this matter is AFFIRMED. Benefits remain denied for the period shown.

FURTHER APPEAL may be had from this decision by filing a Notice of Appeal in Superior Court for the State of Alaska within 30 days from the date of mailing of this decision as provided in AS 23.20.445, AS 44.62.560-570, and the Rules of Appellate 

Procedure of the State of Alaska. Unless an appeal is filed within the 30-day period, this decision is final.

Dated and Mailed in Juneau, Alaska on January 18, 2001.


ED FLANAGAN
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