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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

P. O. BOX 21149

JUNEAU, ALASKA  99802-1149

DECISION OF THE COMMISSIONER

Docket No. 03 1988

IN THE MATTER OF:

CLAIMANT:
INTERESTED EMPLOYER:
LEDIA PETERSEN
AK COMMERCIAL COMPANY

The claimant appealed timely to the Department from a Tribunal decision mailed October 8, 2003 that affirmed a determination denying benefits under AS 23.20.379. The issue is whether the claimant voluntarily quit suitable work without good cause.

We have reviewed the entire record in this case. On appeal to the Department, the claimant contends that another reason she had for quitting work was that after her boyfriend went fishing, she would have no way to get to work. She does not drive and relied on him for rides. 

We find no material errors in the Tribunal’s findings. The Tribunal properly applied the law to the facts. Even though given several opportunities in the hearing to give all her reasons for leaving work, the claimant did not indicate lack of transportation was a reason for leaving. She stated more than once that she quit work to go commercial fishing, which she does every year. As the Tribunal concluded, leaving work for self-employment in the fishing industry or any other area does not provide good cause for quitting suitable work. The Department therefore adopts the Tribunal’s findings, conclusion, and decision.

The decision of the Employment Security Division Appeal Tribunal entered in this matter is AFFIRMED. Benefits remain denied for the period shown.

FURTHER APPEAL may be had from this decision by filing a Notice of Appeal in Superior Court for the State of Alaska within 30 days from the date of mailing of this decision as provided in AS 23.20.445, AS 44.62.560-570 and the Rules of Appellate Procedure of the State of Alaska. Unless an appeal is filed within the 30‑day period, this decision is final.

Dated and Mailed in Juneau, Alaska, on November 28, 2003.
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