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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DIVISION

P. O. BOX 111149
JUNEAU, ALASKA  99811-1149

DECISION OF THE COMMISSIONER

Docket No. 12-2489
IN THE MATTER OF:

CLAIMANT:


XAVIER L JOHNSON
The claimant appealed timely to the Department from a Tribunal reopening order mailed November 20, 2012. That order denied the claimant's request to reopen the hearing scheduled for October 31, 2012. Due to the claimant's failure to attend the hearing, a default dismissal of the case was issued that affirmed a determination denying benefits for a temporary period under AS 23.20.378. 

On appeal to the Department, the claimant gives no reason for missing the telephonic hearing on October 31, 2012 and states only why he disagrees with the underlying denial of benefits. He states: “I would really like my case reopened and get a chance to prove this wrong decision that was made toward my case.”  We find that when he requested reopening of the hearing to the Tribunal he was sent a letter asking for further information as to why he missed the hearing. He did not respond to that Tribunal request. Because of that, we conclude the claimant has shown no justification for reopening the hearing.

The decision of the Employment Security Division Appeal Tribunal denying the claimant's request to reopen the hearing is AFFIRMED. The claimant has not shown that circumstances beyond his control prevented him from attending a telephonic hearing. Further, the underlying determination appears to be correct in light of the facts given. That determination will not be disturbed. Benefits remain denied for the period shown.

FURTHER APPEAL may be had from this decision by filing a Notice of Appeal in Superior Court for the State of Alaska within 30 days from the date of mailing of this decision as provided in AS 23.20.445, AS 44.62.560-570 and the Rules of Appellate Procedure of the State of Alaska. Unless an appeal is filed within the 30‑day period, this decision is final.

Dated and Mailed in Juneau, Alaska, on December  12, 2012.
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