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RENEE CARTER

The claimant appealed to the Department from a Tribunal decision mailed 
August 21, 2019, that dismissed the claimant’s appeal as untimely filed under 

AS 23.20.340.  By dismissing the claimant’s appeal, the denial of benefits, issued to the claimant on June 7, 2019, was left in effect.
We have reviewed the entire record in this case as it relates to the timeliness of the appeal. We find no material errors in the findings of the Tribunal and accept them as our own. The claimant filed a late appeal because she was ill during part of the appeal period. The Tribunal denied the reopening request on a finding that the claimant, being ill during only a part of the period in which to appeal, did not establish her illness prevented her from making a telephone call to get the appeals process started. In her appeal to the Department, the claimant makes no new argument as to why her appeal was filed late.
AS 23.20.340 specifies that “The period for filing an appeal may be extended for a reasonable period (emphasis added) if the claimant shows that the application was delayed as a result of circumstances beyond the claimant’s control.” The claimant’s initial appeal to the Tribunal was filed over one week after the 30-day appeal rights had elapsed. The claimant gave no reason that would constitute reasons beyond her own control for that late appeal.

The Department therefore concurs with the Tribunal decision that the appeal must be dismissed as untimely.

The Tribunal decision is hereby AFFIRMED. 
FURTHER APPEAL may be had from this decision by filing a Notice of Appeal in Superior Court for the State of Alaska within 30 days from the date of mailing of this decision as provided in AS 23.20.445, AS 44.62.560-570, and the Rules of Appellate Procedure of the State of Alaska. Unless an appeal is filed within the 30-day period, this decision is final.

Dated and Mailed in Juneau, Alaska on September  20,  2019.

                                                     DR. TAMIKA L. LEDBETTER, COMMISSIONER 
