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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR


AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENTPRIVATE 


OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER


P. O. BOX 111149


JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811‑1149

DECISION OF THE COMMISSIONER 


Docket No.  21 0090
CLAIMANT:
INTERESTED EMPLOYER:

GEOFFREY TAYNER
L3HARRIS TECHNOLOGIES
The employer appealed timely to the Department from a Tribunal decision mailed 

June 23, 2021, that reversed and modified a determination denying benefits under AS 23.20.379, on a holding the claimant was discharged for reasons other than misconduct in connection with the work. 

On appeal to the Department, the employer provides no argument other than it disagrees with the decision.

After review of this hearing, we find no errors in the Tribunal’s findings and accept them as our own. In pertinent part, the claimant failed an initial simulation exercise during his special flight training, which was not uncommon. A second simulation was scheduled but subsequently suspended due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The employer notified the claimant he could resign and be eligible for rehire or go home and wait to be discharged and not be eligible for rehire. It further advised the claimant that it was not satisfied with his training and that he should get more experience before reapplying. The claimant resigned.
The Tribunal concluded the claimant was discharged as he did not have a choice to continue working and that neither of the two reasons given for the discharge, the pandemic, nor needing more training, established misconduct on the claimant’s part. We agree, and therefore accept the Tribunal’s findings, conclusion and decision. 
The decision of the Division Appeal Tribunal is AFFIRMED. Benefits remain allowed as shown on the decision.
FURTHER APPEAL may be had from this decision by filing a Notice of Appeal in Superior Court for the State of Alaska within 30 days from the date of mailing of this decision as provided in AS 23.20.445, AS 44.62.560‑570 and the Rules of Appellate Procedure of the State of Alaska.  Unless an appeal is filed within the said 30‑day period, this decision is final.

Dated and Mailed on September 28, 2021.



DR. TAMIKA L. LEDBETTER


COMMISSIONER


