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ALASKA WORKERS' COMPENSATION BOARD

PRIVATE 

P.O. Box 25512







Juneau, Alaska 99802-5512

SHAWN ROBERTS,
)



)



Employee,
)


  Applicant,
)
INTERLOCUTORY



)
DECISION AND ORDER


v.
)



)
AWCB Case No. 9404007

TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE, INC.,
)



)
AWCB Decision No. 98-0125


Employer,
)



)
Filed in Fairbanks, Alaska 


and
)
May 22, 1998



)

ALASKA NATIONAL INSURANCE CO.,
)



)


Insurer,
)


  Defendants.
)

                                                                                  )


The parties' stipulated request for an order changing venue from Fairbanks to Anchorage was decided based on the written record at Fairbanks, Alaska on May 7, 1998. Attorney Michael Jensen represents the employee; attorney Richard Wagg represents the defendants.  The record closed at the end of the hearing.

The submitted stipulation, which is dated and signed by the parties, requests that  venue be moved from Fairbanks to Anchorage.


FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

8 AAC 45.072 states:


Unless the board determines that the convenience of the parties and witnesses, or the board's convenience to assure a quick remedy, otherwise dictates, a hearing will take place in the city nearest the place where the injury occurred and in which division offices are located. . . .

We denied an earlier request by the defendants for a change of venue because the employee indicated she wanted to present her case at hearing at the earliest possible date.  (AWCB No. 97-0214, October 20, 1997).  Therefore, we scheduled a hearing in Fairbanks at the next available hearing date. At the time of hearing, however, we learned the employee was out of the country and unavailable to participate.  Accordingly, we continued the hearing.


In any case, the parties have now stipulated that venue should change to Anchorage.  According to the records in our file, all the parties' representatives are located in the South Central Region.  The employee resides in Soldotna.  All her medical treatment has been provided in Anchorage or Soldotna. 


After reviewing the stipulation submitted by the parties and the contents of our file, we find the stipulated terms reasonable and consistent with law and regulations. 8 AAC 45.040; 50(f); 72.  We find this stipulation contains no waiver of the employee's rights to benefits and thus conforms to 8 AAC 45.050(f)(3). We find the convenience of the parties and witnesses dictates changing venue from Fairbanks to Anchorage.


ORDER

Venue is hereby changed from Fairbanks to Anchorage.


Dated at Fairbanks, Alaska this 22nd day of May, 1998.



ALASKA WORKERS' COMPENSATION BOARD



 /s/ Fred G. Brown 


Fred G. Brown, 



Designated Chairman



 /s/ John Giuchici 


John Giuchici, Member



 /s/ Dorothy Bradshaw 


Dorothy Bradshaw, Member


RECONSIDERATION

A party may ask the Board to reconsider this decision by filing a petition for reconsideration under AS 44.62.540 and in accordance with 8 AAC 45.050.  The petition requesting reconsideration must be filed with the Board within 15 days after delivery or mailing of this decision.


CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of the Decision and Order in the matter of Shawn Roberts, employee/applicant; v. Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc., employer; and Alaska National Insurance Co., insurer/defendants; Case No.9404007; dated and filed in the office of the Alaska Workers' Compensation Board in Fairbanks, Alaska, this 22nd day of May, 1998.



Lora J. Eddy, Clerk
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